Pet charity Blue Cross has called on the government to not ignore warnings of a possible pet crisis after the Covid-19 pandemic.

It wants Defra and the devolved administrations to undertake a thorough and wide-ranging assessment of the impact of the outbreak on animal welfare across the UK.

In a report released in July, it warned the UK could face a crisis in areas including:

-   Financial pressures on pet owners leading to a spike in abandonment;

-   Delayed vet treatments, such as vaccinations, leading to outbreaks of disease;

-   Irresponsible breeding, online sales and illegally imported puppies;

-   Behavioural issues in pets when their owners return to work after months of working from home;

-   Closure of centres and sanctuaries as the loss of revenue takes effect, meaning no support for pets in need.

The charity, which provides low-cost and free veterinary treatment for those on means-tested benefits, is particularly concerned about the impact on animal rescue centres.

Demand for pets has increased during lockdown -- with 400 online ads placed every day for puppies -- and this, coupled with the economic pressures of the Covid-19 outbreak for pet owners, may lead to increased levels of abandonment and a spike in demand for low-cost veterinary services. However, a recent survey by the Association of Dogs and Cats Homes showed that 52 per cent of its members had only three months of income and reserves remaining, while 32 per cent had less than three months.

The full report and Blue Cross' recommendations can be found at [www.bluecross.org.uk/petsandcovid](www.bluecross.org.uk/petsandcovid)
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